
 

 

Minutes of Hartlepool Global Peace and Justice Group February 8th, 2016 
 
Apologies: Lynn and Keith 
 
Minutes of the last meting 14/2/15 accepted. 
 
Matters Arising: 1. The meeting with Ian Wright has yet to be arranged; 2. The Jubilee Debt “Drop 
It Campaign” re Private/Public Partnerships - Chris is going to a meeting this week in London to 
find out more. 
 
Fairtrade Fortnight: See item 4 on the last minutes. 
Big Breakfast at Catcote Academy, Friday, 4th March, 9.50-11.30am. Invites & posters are out for 
this. 
Big Breakfast Muffin Competition - MG was not sure how this was going; more prompting & entry 
forms needed.CE said Nick M will inform Churches Together.  
The Gray’s Women’s fellowship, which meets on Wednesdays at the Bowling Club, have shown an 
interest in Fair-trade Fortnight. £83 worth of FT goods sold there. 
Friday, 4th March, 4-6pm Fair-trade Fortnight Prestige Meeting with the Producer: see MG’s e-
mail; MPs invited; booking necessary. 
Saturday, 5th March: Big Breakfast Coffee Morning at Grange Road Centre & Vestry. 
Sunday, 6th March: St Georges Big Breakfast. 
Sunday, 28th February, Stranton Church Big Breakfast, between the 8.30 & 10.30 am services 
with an extension into Coffee slot after 10.30 service. 
Publicity: Photo shoot with Mail at Catcote, with Barry Currell & Nick Moore (rep. churches); 
possibly someone from the Power Station too? 
Fairtrade Stall in Middleton Grange on Thur & Fr,i 10th &11th March.More volunteers needed, 
especially on Thursday, otherwise we may only be able to do Friday. Martin will put out a rota. 
MG also said that it would be good if as many people as possible came to Catcote on Friday, 4th 
March (see above). CE will organise a Quiz & MG will ask at shops for prizes. 
  
TTIP: Re writing to /meeting with councillors. 
The Global Justice website shows TTIP Free Councils; Hartlepool is the only one on the map in the 
North. Cllr Ged Hall contacted CE with copies of replies to the Mayor’s letter of 10/12/15. Cllr 
Stephen Thomas will be speaking on the subject at St Joseph’s Court on Wednesday,10th 
February, 1.30pm.  
Lord Maud’ s  reply from the government maintained that the proposed agreement would be 
beneficial to both individual incomes & of economic benefit to our country; it would not limit 
countries’ labour standards; testing of products would be cheaper; there would be no threat to 
public services. (not sure how accurate my recording was of the points made!) 
Investor/State Dispute Settlements: tribunals would not be able to overrule governments, (but 
does not mention the possibility that investors might attempt to sue /claim compensation). 
The meeting agreed that clarification was needed as to who are the members of ISDS? 
In whose favour is the Group weighted? Is there any limitation on their powers. 
 
From NE-Cap: Lynn’s report: 
NE-CAP AGM takes place on Monday 7th March in the Clement Stephenson Lecture Theatre, 
Agriculture Building, Newcastle University, 5.45 for a 6.00 p.m. start and finish no later than 7.30 
p.m.  It is hoped there will be input from the Hartlepool group! 
Newcastle Jubilee Development Lecture 2016 - a Saturday morning is being considered (which 
would be good for travelling up by public transport!) and Ed Miliband is to be approached to deliver 
the lecture 
Eve of Great North Run events are being planned for the usual slots i.e. teatime on Sat 10th Sept 
Campaigns to which our attention was drawn: (1) Climate Coalition Green hearts for Valentines 
day (resources available online http://fortheloveof.org.uk/show-the-love-green-hearts/); (2) 
Christian Aid "Sourced " campaign to get local councils to consider the tax justice implications of 
where they purchase resources (see http://www.christianaid.org.uk/images/sourced-guide-jan-
2016.pdf) 



 

 

David had rather a good letter published in the magazine of the Evangelical Alliance 
Global Justice now have done a report on the Gates Foundation.  
 
Date of next meeting:14/3/16. Apologies from CE & RE. 


