
Hartlepool for Global Peace and Justice - Minutes of Meeting on 11/05/15  

Present: Keith Gorton (chair), Sheila Deacon, , Michael Unwin, Martin Green, Irene Green,  Diane 
Wanduragala,  

Apologies:  Chris Eddowes, Richard Eddowes, Bill White, Lynn Fletcher, Susan Atkinson, Jennifer 
Kerridge (unfortunately Jennifer was unaware of the change in venue) 

Minutes  The minutes of the meeting held on13th April 2015 were accepted as a true record. 
 
Matters Arising:   

 Hustings Publicity CE had contacted the Hartlepool Mail & an entry appeared in “What’s On” 
MG had emailed Radio Hartlepool. 

 Better Cotton Initiative 
MG said he had not yet contacted the Fairtrade Foundation (ACTION 
CONTINUES) 

    RE not present (clarification of M&S documents) (ACTION CONTINUES)  
 

 Rights, Freedoms & Liberty Celebrations (Houses of Parliament Outreach Service) 
MG had emailed details of the 14 June event to DW, Rev Nick Moore & LF. Rev NM had replied 
to say that Stranton Church was fully booked that day. As 14 June was not far off it was decided 
not to pursue this activity. 

 Climate Change Day of Action 
CE, RE, KG, Liz Moss & 1 other going. Agreed that Iain Wright be told of our intention to meet 
him 
Action KG to write to I Wright. 

 
HUSTINGS It was estimated that 60 to people attended. Keith Bayley chaired & sorted questions into 

logical groups. Candidates conducted themselves well but rather missed the point on “Climate 
Change” & there were very different views expressed on “Aid”. The Green Candidate, Michael 
Holt, impressed members of the Group. Agreed that we should write to thank him for attending 
& to say that he would be welcome at any of the Group’s meetings. The Group also agreed to 
thank Keith Bayley. 
Action KG to write to Michael Holt 
Action KG to thank Keith Bayley  

 There were also batches of questions on “NHS” & “The Economy”  
 
ELECTION RESULT Agreed that the result appeared to show a trend towards becoming more 
introspective & nationalistic – both of which are bad news from an internationalist’s perspective. (Giles 
Fraser in the Observer makes this point). Evidence of this trend is shown in the Government’s response 
to the EU’s proposals on the rescue of Mediterranean migrants. The members expressed concern that 
the new Government would not continue to support the 0.7%  aid target & the provisions of the Climate 
Change Act. 
 
FAIRTRADE MG reported that Portal’s Place was using Fairtrade sugar sticks & biscuits. The 

Conservatory had shown some interest in providing Fairtrade products & had taken leaflets. MG 
had spoken to the Mayor & Council Leader about the absence of Fairtrade at Inspirations. 

 There was to be a NE Fairtrade Forum on 12th May. 
 Durham Diocese Working Group had advised its members that if they receive non Fairtrade 

products they should be donated them to food banks. 
 



FUTURE CAMPAIGNING ISSUES KG suggested that the Group’s long term campaigning Issues 
(Climate C& Tax Dodging) should feature as  separate Agenda items at future meetings. This was 
agreed.  
KG alerted the members to the fact that the Guardian’s campaign “Keep it in the Ground” (urges 
investment organisations to withdraw funds from fossil fuel companies) had attracted 200,000 
supporters.  

 
CORRESPONDENCE  

None.  
 

AOB None.  
 
NEXT MEETING Monday 8 June St Georges at 7.30 pm  
   NB KG will not be able to attend 
 
 


