
Hartlepool for Global Peace and Justice - Minutes of Meeting on 9/03/15  

Present Bill White, Sheila Deacon, Jennifer Kerridge, Michael Unwin, Martin Green, Irene Green,  
Keith Gorton  (chair)        

Apologies:  Lynn Fletcher, Susan Atkinson, Diane Wanduragala, Chris Eddowes, Richard Eddowes 

Minutes  The minutes of the meeting held on 9th February 2015 were accepted as a true record. 
 
Matters Arising:   

 Scallop Fishing. CE had agreed at the previous meeting to write to Iain Wright MP on the 
general problem of seamen’s terms of employment. Unclear if action had been completed. 
Action CE to write to I Wright to ask what he can do about the problem & what we can do 
about it. 
MU reported that there had been a Radio 4 programme (Face the Facts) on this topic. 

 Campaigns  MG said he had still to contact local organisers of national campaigns. 
Action MG to contact local campaigning groups. 

 
TTIP MG & KG had attended a presentation on TTIP by Jude Kirton Darling at Middlesbrough on 21 

February. The presentation was very well structured and gave a balanced view of the 
advantages/disadvantages of trade agreements. In JKD’s view, in principle the NE of England 
could benefit from removal of tariffs & other restrictions on exports. However, the content of 
TTIP (still not clear) would have to be critically assessed & the Labour Party had 3 red lines which 
must not be crossed 
1. No restrictions on the regulation of public services 
2. No ISDS (Investor State Dispute Settlement) 
3. Changes to Standards & Regulation that would be disadvantageous 
The key message from JKD was that we should campaign vigorously as this gives MEPs the help 
they need to oppose unacceptable aspects of TTIP. 
 

NE-CAP AGM   Held in Newcastle on 2 March & was attended by CE,RE,SD & KG.  
CE presented a review of the HGP&JG’s activities during 2014. D Goulding gave a review of NE-
CAP activities and it appears that they too are finding it difficult to focus on a major campaigning 
issue (other than climate change). 
 

CLIMATE CHANGE KG alerted the Group to the campaign being promoted by the Guardian. One key 
fact from their campaign is that if more than 20% of known fossil reserves is extracted & burnt 
then it will not be possible to avoid exceeding 2 deg rise in global temperature. 

 
HUSTINGS Scheduled for 28 April. It was pointed out that the value of aid of 0.7% GDP appears now 

to be backed up by law. It was agreed that this topic should be raised at the hustings. Further 
discussion on the hustings was postponed until the next meeting.  

 
FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT REVIEW  

 MG reported that Hartlepool FT Fortnight had been very successful. Key events were the FT Stall 
in the shopping centre, the Tea Dance at Catcote Academy, the Chocolate Cake Competition and 
the visit of the Fairtrade Bus. He thanked all who supported these activities & in particular, 
Catcote Academy for organising the Tea Dance & hosting the Chocolate Cake Competition. 

 MG reported that there had been no response from Aldi, Liddle or Morrisons following his 
request for prizes for the tombola stall. Sainsburys had made a big contribution & there were 
smaller ones from the Co-op,  ASDA & M&S. 



 The FT bus visited Hartlepool (Villiers St). Middlesbrough provided tea & coffee, the Peoples 
Centre flasks & the central library hot water. The 3 winning chocolate cakes were on display. NB 
The winning cake from Hartlepool (Clavering entry) had won the overall 
Hartlepool/Middlesbrough/Stockton competition.  

 CE & MG had broadcast FT Fortnight on Hartlepool Radio. Hartlepool had offered to broadcast 
any significant FTTSG news in the future. 

 MG said that there were 8 prizes remaining from the tombola stall (£233 income, £172 profit) & 
these were available for any future money raising efforts. 

 
GP&JG FINANCES IG reported that there was a balance of £357 and suggested that the Group consider how 

this money should be spent.  It was agreed to consider this at the next meeting. 
 
FUTURE CAMPAIGNING ISSUES  KG gave a list of campaigns being promoted by the major agencies 

 C Aid – Tax Dodging, Climate Change, Life Saving Medicines 

 CAFOD – Climate Change, Modern Slavery 

 NE-CAP – Climate Change, Tax Dodging 

 MSF – Reducing cost of medicines in developing countries 

 Clothes Industry worker’s conditions & rights 
MG expressed reservations regarding Climate Change because it was difficult to identify what the Group  

could do to support this campaign. KG asked that all members give some thought as to what 
would be the most appropriate long term campaign for the Group to adopt. 

Action All members to consider the most appropriate long term campaign for the Group to adopt. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE None 
 
AOB MG alerted the Group to the news that the EU had removed the cap on production of sugar 
beet. This creates a threat to sugar cane farming. Members of the group were urged to take action – see 
link below. 
   
http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/en/get-involved/current-campaigns/sugar-crash 
 

NEXT MEETING Monday 13 April 
 
 


